
Julian Sidney Rumsey 

Julian S. Rumsey was born in Batavia, New York, on April 3, 
1823, the son of Levi and Julia Frances (Dole). J. S. Rumsey 
arrived in Chicago in 1835 to work for a shipping company 
owned by his uncles Walter L. Newberry and George 
Washington Dole. The firm, known initially as Newberry and 
Dole, is credited with sending out the first shipment of grain 
from Chicago in 1839. In 1852, Rumsey's uncle retired, and 
with his brother George who had joined the firm, the name was 
changed to Rumsey Brothers. The firm devoted itself 
exclusively to the grain commission business.  
 
He was a founding member of the Chicago Board of Trade and 
served two years as its president, in 1858 and 1859. He was 
one of the primary movers behind implementing the stringent 
grain inspection that established Chicago's solid reputation in 
the national grain markets.  
 

He was also president of the Corn Exchange Bank at the time of the Chicago Fire of 1871. J. S. 
Rumsey was subsequently elected Cook County treasurer after the fire.  
 
J. S. Rumsey was a strong supporter of the Union during the U.S. Civil War, during which he was 
mayor of Chicago during its early years. He offered the Chicago Board of Trade's meeting rooms to 
new recruits and to show their gratitude a group of volunteer soldiers dubbed themselves the 
Rumsey Rifle Guard. As a protective measure, Rumsey had 500 muskets sent from Springfield, IL to 
Chicago to protect Chicago during the Civil War.  
 
In 1849 in Chicago, J. S. Rumsey and his brother George cleared away trees to make Huron Street, 
where they both built large homes between Rush Street and Cass, now called Wabash. The house 
burned down in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  
 
J. S. Rumsey also owned property in southern Wisconsin in the Lake Geneva area, including near 
Button's Bay. He sold off a piece of property totally 8 acres along the Geneva Lake shore that would 
become the Geneva Inn, formerly called The Shore Club. After the Chicago Fire, J. S. Rumsey 
initially moved his family to Lake Geneva.  
 
In 1924 the Rumsey's daughter, Ada Rumsey Campbell wrote in her memoir, "...our parents decided 
to try to reach the North Western Station and to get the family to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. We 
started west in a carriage, through crowds of people and hundreds of loose horses which had been 
turned out of the horse-car stables. When we reached Mr. O. W. Potter's house near the rolling mills 
on the west side, the horses were too tired to go further. 
 
In the meantime the fire was burning itself out; the lake on the east and the park on the north 
proving good barriers. 
 
After resting at the Potter house, and as we could get no vehicle, we started to walk south to the 
North Western Station, corner Canal and Kinzie Streets. 
 
Before long we succeeded in hiring an express wagon, on the floor of which we all sat, Father and 
Mother sitting at the end with their feet hanging out. Before we reached the station they divided their 
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money. When we bade Father good-bye in the station he was wearing a horse blanket for an 
overcoat. He had neglected to save his own, and of course, there was no shop in which he could 
buy one. 
 
The train was crowded with refugees, homeless, tired and hungry; even on the floors people were 
sitting and lying. 
 
On arriving at Lake Geneva, we went to Mrs. Tamlin's house, the present public library, where we 
and the George Sturgis family had spent the summer previous. In the bank at Lake Geneva there 
were, fortunately, a few hundred dollars credited to Father, left from the summer expenses. We had 
this for our immediate use, and the townspeople helped to make articles to replenish our wardrobe. 
None of us had any change of clothing. Lida had on her night drawers under her dress. She was 
only six years of age and her dress was of black alpaca trimmed with blue alpaca. To her the 
tragedy of the fire was that the overskirt had been left behind to burn. She also cried because her 
best shoes, which she had on, were too tight to button...When Father left us at the station on our 
departure for Lake Geneva, he had to begin life over again with a family of ten children..." 
 
By the fall of 1872, Julian Rumsey was ready to build the Rumsey home, Shadow Hill on the 
extensive property he owned on the east shore of Geneva Bay.  
 

From his home in Lake Geneva, J. S. 
Rumsey was a founding member of the 
Lake Geneva Yacht club and involved in 
early yacht races on the lake. In 1874, in a 
race organized for the benefit of visiting 
General Philip Sheridan, his boat named 
Nettie, a class of boat called a sandbagger, 
won first place in a race. Sailors in the race 
had collected about two hundred dollars for 
a trophy, to be called the Sheridan Prize 
that was to be a perpetual trophy raced for 
each year. When Rumsey's Nettie took first 
place, the contributors decided to use the 
two hundred dollars for a silver model of     
Nettie instead of the cup they originally 

envisioned. The trophy and the three trustees chosen to watch over it constitute the origin of the 
Lake Geneva Yacht Club.  
 
J. S. Rumsey and his wife Martha Turner Rumsey had ten children who grew to adulthood.  

Julian S. Rumsey died in Chicago, Illinois on April 20, 1886. He is buried in Graceland Cemetery, 
final resting place of many early Chicago mayors and prominent Chicagoans.  
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